Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.028; wR factor = 0.074; data-to-parameter ratio = 12.8.
In the title compound, {[Mn(C 4 H 4 O 6 )(H 2 O)]ÁH 2 O} n , the Mn 2+ ion is connected to three different tartrate anions and a water molecule, resulting in a distorted MnO 6 octahedral geometry. There are two tartrate half-anions in the asymmetric unit, both of which are completed by crystallographic twofold rotation symmetry. The tartrate dianions bridge the Mn 2+ ions to form a wave-like infinite layer. A series of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the layers into a three-dimensional network.
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Comment
Researchers have been interested in the study of tartrate-based coordination polymers, which has resulted in the formation of many interesting structures (e.g. Kam et al., 2007) . The title compound, (I), is centrosymmetric (Fig. 1 ). The Mn(II) ion adopts a distorted MnO 6 octahedral geometry (Table 1 ).
In the crystal, one (R,R) and one (S,S) tartrate ligands coordinate with two metal ions to form a 'tetrameric' A ring (Fig. 2). Then, two (R,R), two (S,S) tartrate ligands and four metal ions form 'hexameric' B ring (Fig. 2) . Overal, a layered, two-dimensional, coordination polymer arises. The layers encompass small channels occupied by the uncoordinated water molecules, which interact with the layers by way of O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 2) .
Experimental
A mixture of aqueous Mn(NO 3 ) 2 (2 mmol), racemic tartaric acid (2 mmol) and NaOH (4 mmol) in 20 ml water was stirred for 2 h. The resulting solution was filtered and allowed to stand in air. Slow evaporation at room temperature for several weeks yielded yellow blocks of (I).
Refinement
The H atoms were located in a different map, relocated in idealized positions (C-H = 0.98 Å, O-H = 0.82 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (O).
Figures Fig. 1 . View of (I), showing displacement ellipsoids drawn at 50% probability level (arbitrary spheres for the H atoms). Symmetry codes: 
